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AS the lovers of facred mufic may be defirous to know fomething concerning the authors of compofi-
tions which have fo long held the firft place in the fervice of the pontifical chapel, where purity of harmo-
ny, refinement of vocal founds, and delicacy of expréﬁion, have been carried to their higheft perfection; in
order to gratify their curiofity, the following biographical particulars of thefe great mafters of harmony

have been feleGted, chiefly from Adami and Bontempi, writers of great merit, whofe works are but in

few hands.

GIOVAN N1 Pierluigi da Palefirina was {cholar to Guudimel, a native of Franche Compte,
who was murdered at Lyons, and his body thrown into the Rhone, on the day of the maffacre of Paris,
1572. The time of Palefirina’s birth cannot exaétly be afcertained, becaufe the regifter of it was de-
ftroyed by the conflagration which happened at Paleftrina, the place where he was born, and whence
he derived his name, when it was facked by the Duke of Alva, in 1557 ; but, as it appears by a book
written by Torrigio, called Le Grotte Vaticane, that he died on the 2d of February, 1594, and that he
was then in the fixty-fith year of his age, it follows, that he was born fome time in the year 1529.

It was born poor in fortune, yet the richnefs of his genius foon rendered him not only the wonder of
Rome, but of all Europe ; of this the numerous editions of his many admirable works are fuf-
ficicnt teftimonies : for they were written with fuch great }{Iloi‘flﬁdge and correftnefs, that all future

profeffors regarded them as the ftanding models of perfection.

Terre were many excellent Contrapuntifts before the time of this great compofer 3 among whom
was Fufquin del Prato, fometimes called Facopo Pratenfe, who was inventor of the moft fpirited fugues

and inverfions which mufic could boaft in his days. But though thefe eminent mafters were exalt ob-
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fervers of the rules of compofition, their injudicious manner of adapting melodies to words, determined,
Pope Marcellus the Second to banith mufic from divine fervice. This P ope had a very refined tafte

i all the arts ; and though he governed the church but twenty-two days, he began, during that time,

ferioufly to apply himfelf to the reformation of abufes, particularly fuch as had crept into church mufic,

Bur, while the fate of choral harmony was in {ufpence, Giovanni Pierly 1¢1 da Pualeflrina, being then
but twenty-fix years of age, intreated his Holinefs, before mufic was for ever erafed from the facred
ritual, to fuffer a mafs, which he had compoled in a truly grave church ftile, to be performed in his
prefence; which requeft being granted, upon Eafter Sunday 1555, was fung. in fix parts, the famous
mafs called Pape Marcelli, which was fo highly approved, as to reftore mufic to its former favour,
and procure its re-eftablithment in the fervice of the church. This mafs was afterwards publithed, and
dedicated to the fucceflor of Marcellus, Paul IV. by whom Paleftrina was appointed compofer to the

papal chaprsl.

Tue fuccefs of this great compofer, in preventing church mufic from bei ing utterly abolifhed, was of
fuch importance to the profeflion, that his name is held in the higheft veneration by muficians in eene-
ral, and in a particular manner by the members of the Roman collec ge 3 who have all formed themfelves
vpon thofe admirable models of compofition with which he furnithed the pontifical chapel, and of which
a greater number flill continues to be fung than of any other compofer. An original pi¢ture of this fa-
ther of harmony, as the reftorer and benefactor of mufic, 1s carefully preferved in the archives of the

Pope’s chapel.

IN 1562, at the age of thirty-three, Paleftrina was elected Maeflro di Capella of S Maria Maggiore
and, in 1571, he fucceeded Giovami Animuccia, in the fame office, at St. Peter’s church. This greas
harmonift died on the 2d of February, 1594, in the pontificate of Clement VIIL. full of years and of
honour, to the inexpreflible grief, not only of the profeffors, but of all the lovers of mufic in his time.
There was a public funétion performed at his funeral by three choirs ; and he was attended to St. Peter’ S
church, where he was buried before the altar of 8. Simon and S;. Jude, not only by all the fingers of
the Pope’s chapel, but by all the muficians of Rome, as well as by an infinite crowd of people. His
being buried in St. Peter’s church was a peculiar honour granted to him, in confequence of his extraor-
dinary merit. Libera me, Domine, compofed by himfelf, was fung through the ftreets during the pra.

ceffion.  On the fpot where he was interred, is engraved, upona plate, the following infcription :

JOHANNES PETRUS ALOYSIWS PRAENESTINUS,
MUSICAE PRINCEPS.

Twue Reverend Gregorio Allegri, born at Rome, was admitted into the Pope’s chapel, Dec. 6th, 629,
as a counter-tenor. He ftudied under the famous Nauini, in company with Austonio Cifra and Pier

Francefeo Valentini.  Nanini was cotemporary with Paleftrina, and his moft intimate friend, They had

been fellow-ftudents under Gaudimel, who had inftituted a mufic {chool at Rome, which had produced:

a great number of eminent profeflors. Allegri was accounted an admirable mafter of harmony. Many of

his works are ftill preferved and performed in the Pope’s chapel ; particularly the following celebrated

Miferere.  His abilities as a finger were but fmall; yet fo much was he elteemed by all the muficak
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profeflors of his time, that the Pope, in order to appropriate him to his fervice, appointed him to be
one of the fingers of his chapel. He joined to his extraordinary merit an excellent moral charalter ;
for he not only affilted the poor, by whom his door was ufually crowded, to the utmoft of his power,
but daily vifited the prifons of Rome, in order to beftow his alms on the moft deferving and diftrefsful
objects he could find in them. ¢ Of this,” fays the author from whom thefe particulars are extracted,
“ I was aflured by one of the fcholars of Allggri, a man of the greateft veracity, who is now (in 1711)
“alive.” He fet many parts of the church fervice with fuch divine fimplicity, and purity of harmony, that
his lofs was much felt, and {incerely lamented by the whole college of fingers in the papal fervice. He died
February 18th, and was buried in the Chiefa Nuova, before the chapel of S. Filippo Neri, near the altar
of the Annunciation, where there is a vault for the reception of deceafed fingers belonging to the Pope’s

chapel, upon which is the following infcription :

CANTORES PONTIFICII,
NE QUOS V1V OS,
CONCORS MELODIA
FJUNXIT :
MORTUOS CORPORIS,
DISCORS RESOLUTION
DISSOLVERET.

HIC UNA CONDI
VOLUERE.
ANNO 1640;

TO MM ASO Bai, author of the Mifererewhich is fung in the Pope’s chapel on Thurfday in Paffion week,
was born at Crevaleore, near Bologna, about the middle of the laft century, and died at Rome 1718, He
was Magftro di Gapella of St. Peter’s Church, and compofed the Miferere in 1713. He is much commended
for his attention to profody, or the accentuation of words, 1n which his notation is generally fo exa,
that the proportion of long and fhort fyllables is as ftrictly preferved, in finging this pfalm, as it could be
in reading it. This compofition took place of one by Aleffandro Scarlasti, which ufed to be fung on
the fame day, and is remarkable for being the only new mufical production that has had the honour of

being admitted into the fervice of the Pope’s Chapel, during the prefent century.

SoMeTHING has already been faid of the manner of performing the famous Miferere of Allegri, in
The prefent State of Mufic in France and Italy, as well as of the {ingers in the papal chapel: and it will be
ealy to judge of their abilities to do juftice to every compofition in that fervice, from the account
given by Augellini Bontempi of their education and method of ftudy.  The difciples of the Roman fchool,”
fays this author, ““ were obliged to excercife themfeives in difficult intonations an hour every day, in order

 to acquire a facility of execution; another was fpent in the practice of fhakes; another in fwift paffages;
““ another in the ftudy of literature, and another in tafte and expreflion, in the prefence of the mafter,
*¢ who obliged them to fing before a mirror, ini ordef to avoid every kind of grimace, or improper motion

&c

of the mufcles, either by furrowing the forehead, knitting the brows, or diftorting the mouth: and

(4

alk thefe were but the employments of the morning. In the afternoon, half an hour was fpent in the

theory of found; another in counterpoint, upon a plain fong; an hour in receiving rules of compofition
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the fluggith : and however multiform the parts, the aggregate fhould differ from a {eeming identity

little more than the harmonics differ from a fingle found, or the prifmatic colours from a fingle ray of

light, out of which they arife, and which, together, conftitute unity. Ariftotle defined friendfhip to be

one foul in two bodies; and a chorus fhould feem to be many founds proceeding from one organ,

* Urban VIII. reigned from the year 1624 to 1644-

+ Hiftoria Mufica, Perugia 1695, p. 170.
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