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During the last half of the nineteenth (-cnuwrv two men | ne rulers of musical emotion, Richard
Wagner and Fréd 'i(: Frangois Chopin. The music of the Pole is the most ravishing in the musical art.
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Wagner and C Impm the macrocosm and the microcosm. Chopin, a young man, furiously playing his
soul out upon the keyvboard, the soul of his nation, LLL’ soul of his time, is the most individual composer
who ever set humming the looms of our dreams. Wagner and Chopin ] 1ave an emotional element in their
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music that is intenser than any other composer’s. They voiced theirage. Chopin is nearer the soil in the
selection of forms, his style and structure are more naive, more original than Wagner’s; while his medium,
less artificial, is easier filled than the vast, empty frame of the theatre. Through their intensity of con-
ception both men touch issues, though widely dissimilar in all else. Chopin possessed greater melodic
genius than Wagner, and equal harmonic genius, playing the pioneer to the German in a hundred in-
stances; he made more themes, he was, as Rubinstein said, ‘““the last of the original composers.”

He recalls Keats and Shelley; above all, Shelley. Chopin is the color genius of the pianoforte, his
eve is attuned to hues the most attenuated; he can weave harmonies as ghostly as a lunar rainbow.

Chopin is not only the poet of the pianoforte, he is the poet of music, the most pucLic among Composers.

JAMES HUNEKER
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