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Frederic F. Chopin was born near Warsaw on Feb. 22, 1810. His father
Nicholas being a thorough man, saw to it that his son received a thorough musical
education. His first teacher was Adalbert Zwyny and later Joseph Elsner of the
Warsaw School of Music.

About 1825, Chopin’s first work Rondo in C minor Opus 1, was published.
His efforts as a concert pianist was rewarded and his ability as a composer was
appreciated almost at once. About to set out on a tour, he was scheduled to
give but one recital in Warsaw, but the interest he had aroused was so great
that he was obliged to give three concerts. His tour took him through most of
the large European cities and in Paris he received a most cordial welcome because
of the natural sympathy of the French people for the natives of a country that

was at that time in political difficulties.

Liszt, Schumann, Berlioz and Heine, the great German poet, were the lead-
ing figures to acclaim young Chopin’s marvelous talent both as a performer and
a composer. His compositions, which were for the greater part for piano solo,

comprised 86 works. Their melodic treatment, richness of sentiment, originality

and pianistic effects are outstanding and unsurpassed.

His health had begun to fail and after years of combating illness he died
in Paris on Oct. 17, 1849. As a composer, Chopin understood the idiom of the
piano probably better than any other composer for the instrument; he was an
incomparable master of style and his melodic invention was inexhaustible.
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NOCTURNE.
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special aftenfion was given to its arrangements, its
fingering, pedaling and interpretation so that it
pleases the most exacting teacher.

This collection may be used as a supplementary
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